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1 . WE APPRECIATE YOUR PERSONALLY CONVEYING AMBASSADOR 
RICHARDSON'S PERSONAL MESSAGE AND PRESS STATEMENT TO LAW 
MINISTER BHUSHAN. 
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2. AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON IS BRIEFLY ABSENT FROM WASHINGTON. 

THE FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT OF INDIAN ROLE IN RECENTLY CON- 
CLUDED SIXTH SESSION OF THE LOS CONFERENCE REPRESENTS THE 
APPRECIATION OF SENIOR US OFFICIALS ON THE US DELEGATION. 

WE HOPE IT WILL BE USEFUL TO YOU IF LAW OF THE SEA IS DIS- 
CUSSED AT YOUR DINNER FOR THE LAW MINISTER. 
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3. WE WERE IMPRESSED BY THE FACT THAT THE INDIAN DELEGATION 
AND JAGOTA IN PARTICULAR WERE LESS ACTIVE THAN AT PAST 
SESSION. THE INDIANS WERE CAREFUL IN MOST OF THEIR STATE- 
MENTS, ALTHOUGH NOT HELPFUL TO US INTERESTS. FRANKLY, THE 
MOST HELPFUL THING THEY DID WAS NOT TO BE VISIBLY ACTIVE. 

THEY CONTINUED TO SUPPORT THE STAGGER SYSTEM FOR AWARD OF 
CONTRACTS TO CONDUCT SEABED MINING BUT WITHOUT THE SAME 
VIGOR AS IN THE INTERSESSIONAL CONSULTATIONS IN GENEVA LAST 
WINTER. THE US COULD NOT ACCEPT THE PROPOSALS THE INDIANS 
MADE ON FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS TO BE APPLIED TO CONTRACTORS 
- PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD CLEARLY HAVE MADE INVESTMENT IN 
SEABED MINING PROHIBITIVELY UNATTRACTIVE, AND WHICH WERE 
VIGOROUSLY DEFENDED BY THE INDIANS. IN COMMITTEE II THE 
INDIANS WERE NOT PARTICULARLY ACTIVE. THEY DID NOT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, OPPOSE THE US IN OUR ATTEMPTS TO CLARIFY THE LEGAL 
STATUS OF THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE SO THAT HIGH SEAS 
FREEDOMS WOULD BE ASSURED IN THE EEZ. WHETHER THIS WAS BY 
DESIGN TO HELP THE US OR WHETHER THEY WERE RETICENT TO TAKE 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN VIEW OF THEIR UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE VIEWS 
OF THE NEW INDIAN GOVERNMENT IS DIFFICULT TO STATE. IN 
COMMITTEE III, IAGOTA OPPOSED US EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE 
NEGOTIATING TEXT WITH REGARD TO CONDUCT OF MARINE SCIENTI- 
FIC RESEARCH, BUT, ONCE AGAIN, WAS NOT AS ACTIVE IN 
OPPOSITION AS IN PREVIOUS CONFERENCE SESSIONS. 

4. IN SUM, INDIA CONTINUED TO OPPOSE THE US ON MANY ISSUES 
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BUT NOT WITH AS MUCH VIGOR AS ON OTHER OCCASIONS. JAGOTA 
WAS PART OF A SMALL NEGOTIATING GROUP THAT WORKED ON THE 
LEGAL STATUS OF THE ECONOMIC ZONE AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. 
WHILE HE DID NOT SUPPORT OUR SUBSTANTIVE POSITIONS, HE DID 
NOT RPT NOT OPPOSE THE RESULTS OF THAT NEGOTIATING GROUP 
WHEN THE RESULTS WERE PRESENTED IN FULL COMMITTEE. CERTAIN 
OTHER PARTICIPATING DELEGATIONS DID NOT EXERCISE SUCH 
RESTRAINT, THUS INCREASING THE DIFFICULTY OF ACHIEVING 
COMPROMISES IN THE NEW TEXT. 

5. IN YOUR CONVERSATION WITH BHUSHAN WE THINK THE CENTRAL 
POINT YOU MAY WISH TO MAKE IS THAT WE WOULD HOPE IN THE 
FUTURE FOR INDIAN COOPERATION AND SUPPORT FOR FAIR PRO- 
CEDURES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CONSENSUS ON A BALANCED 
TEXT ON SEABED MINING. IT IS ESSENTIAL IN ANY CASE THAT 

THE INDIANS CLEARLY UNDERSTAND HOW STRONGLY THE US OBJECTS 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE COMPOSITE TEXT ON SEABED MINING, 

AS SPELLED OUT IN AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S PRESS STATEMENT 
(STATE 169685). VANCE 
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